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“Thinking Maps”/ Graphic Organizers  

Map your ideas using a Circle Map. 

 
Innovative Learning Group Thinking Maps Circle Map 

Circle Maps 

• The Circle Map is used to brainstorm ideas.   
• The center box contains the topic photograph.  (You could also simply 

write the topic word or phrase in the center.)   
• The circle is the context.   

 What do you know or would like to know about the topic?   
• The outer square is the frame of reference.   

 Where did you get this information?    
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Photo Analysis (Elementary) 

What Do You See? 
Photographic Analysis 

Objective 
Observation 

Subjective Observation/Knowledge Deduction/Interpretation 

Describe only what you 
see in the 

photograph… 
Write your descriptions 
so that someone who 

can’t see the photo can 
visualize it. 

Now describe your feelings about the photograph.   
For example, “I see…, and it makes me think of…” 
Also write down any information you know about 
the time period, the situation, and/or the people 
and objects that appear in the photo.  You can 
make guesses about this photograph based on 

what you know. 

What can you conclude about this 
photograph?   

What people and 
objects are shown? 
 
How are they 
arranged? 
 
 
 
What is the physical 
setting? 
 
 
 
What other details can 
you see?  (clothing of 
people, etc.) 
 

 What’s going on in the picture? 
 
 
 
Who are the people and what are 
they doing? 
 
 
 
What might be the function of the 
objects? 
 
 
 
What can we conclude about the time 
period? 

Questions: What questions do you have after observing this photograph?  What else 
would you need to know? 
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Photo Analysis (Middle/High School) 

What Do You See? 
Photographic Analysis 

Objective Observation Subjective Observation Knowledge Deduction 
Describe what you see in 

the photograph—the forms 
and structures, the 

arrangement of the various 
elements.  Avoid personal 
feelings or interpretations.  

Your description should help 
someone who has not seen 

the image to visualize it. 

Describe your personal 
feelings, associations, and 

judgments about the image.  
Always anchor your 

subjective response in 
something that is seen.  For 

example, “I see…, and it 
makes me think of…” 

Describe prior knowledge 
that you can associate with 
this image including prior 

experience, study, 
assumptions, and intuitions. 

What can you conclude 
about this photograph?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Questions: What questions does this photograph raise?  What else would you need to 
know? 
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Enter Student Name Here 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Visual Vocabulary Lesson 

Enter Date Here 

Insert Picture Here 

Insert Picture Here 

Insert Picture Here 

Insert Picture Here 

Enter Word Here 

Enter Word Here 

Enter Word Here 

Enter Word Here 

Use the word in a sentence here.   

Use the word in a sentence here.   

Use the word in a sentence here.   

Use the word in a sentence here.   
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Writing Prompt Template 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insert Name  Insert class (teacher Name) & date 

Insert Text Prompt here, if Required… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Insert Photo Here 

Begin Writing Here 
 
 
 
 
 
Paragraph #1 

Paragraph #2 

Paragraph #3 

Paragraph #4 

Paragraph #5 
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Insert same picture 
here. 
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