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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this lesson is to further explore the Library of Congress website. The 
benefit of learning this is to familiarize coaches with the website in order to help other 
teachers/participants use the Library of Congress as a resource. It is important to 
understand how to search the Library of Congress website from a coach’s perspective 
in order to teach the site and guide participants to resources they desire. 

In the last lesson, coaches learned how to navigate the Teaching with Primary Sources 
at Governors State University (TPS-GSU) website. This lesson goes beyond the 
resources of the TPS-GSU site to the vast primary sources found on www.loc.gov. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

At the end of this lesson coaches will be able to: 

• Navigate from the TPS-GSU website to the Library of Congress; 
• Search the Library of Congress website with confidence; and, 
• Teach and assist others on how to navigate the Library of Congress website. 

 

OUTLINE 
 
How to Navigate to the Library of Congress  
Navigating the Library of Congress from the Perspective of a Coach 
Wrap Up and Activity 
 
 
 

Learn Coach Pollinate 
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In the previous module, coaches familiarized themselves with 
the TPS-GSU website which will allow them to navigate 
efficiently and effectively to the Library of Congress website. 

Previous trainings, such as EDUC 7212, Level I and Level II, 
participants have gained basic knowledge of how to navigate 
the Library of Congress.  

Navigation knowledge includes the Library of Congress Home 
Page, Collection Highlights, Teachers Page, and Kids and Families. Participants’ basic 
knowledge allows them to search and find primary sources to use for educational 
purposes inside the classroom.   
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NAVIGATING TO THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

Coaches will be asked to log onto the Teaching with Primary 
Sources website, http://www.tps.govst.edu/.  Participants will be 
asked how to navigate to the Library of Congress website from the 
TPS-GSU website. 

Coaches will be instructed how to navigate to the Library of 
Congress from the TPS-GSU website: 

1. Log onto the TPS-GSU website at http://www.tps.govst.edu/ 
2. From the TPS-GSU homepage go to the toolbar and choose 

“National TPS” 
 

  

 

3. Under “National TPS”, choose “Library of Congress” 
4. After clicking “Library of Congress”, the homepage of the Library of Congress will 

appear 

 

NAVIGATING THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS FROM THE 
PERSPECTIVE OF A COACH 

As a coach it is important to understand how to train teachers in your district how to 
effectively and efficiently navigate the Library of Congress. Training teachers how to 
search the Library of Congress will ensure that teachers will see the value in the site 
and use the Library of Congress as a useful resource in their classrooms. 

Begin with giving an overview of the Homepage so your participants can get familiar 
with the website.  As a coach you want to ensure that your participants can easily find 
primary sources. Highlight the below sections in your presentation: 
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Activity:  Please fill-in the information that coaches should give in regards to the 
Homepage to help participants understand how to navigate from it.   

Homepage Where is it on 
Homepage? 

What can you find there? 

Library of 
Congress 
Icon 

  

Search     
Bar 

  

Collection 
Highlights 

  

American 
Memory 

  

Prints and 
Photographs 
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Sound 
Recordings 

  

Explore and 
Discover 

  

Today in 
History 

  

Read.gov   

 

Kids and 
Families 

  

 

Teachers 
Page 

  

*Many more resources can be found in the Reference Guide especially for audiences 
that are familiar with searching the Library of Congress website. 

Highlights of the Teachers Page: 

The “Teachers Page” will be one of the most valuable links that coaches will teach their 
participants.  Inside the Teachers Page, participants can find lesson plans, themed 
resources, presentations/activities, etc. that are aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards. See PDFs to help guide participants through the Teachers Page. 

Helpful Search Tips: 

• Coaches need to reinsure participants that the website is a valuable resource but 
can be overwhelming at first.  Encourage them to familiarize themselves with the 
Homepage and begin by a broad search followed by searching within collections 
and browsing the Teacher Page.   

• Be specific in the “search tool” and spelling does matter. 
• Become familiar with the different views (Gallery vs. Grid views) inside 

Collections such as Prints and Photographs, Maps, and Sound Recordings. 
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• Some materials are not digitized which most participants’ desire.  Participants 
can refine their search by clicking the appropriate choice (see below) which 
narrows down the results of their search.

 
• When participants are new to the website, encourage them to use resources that 

are already available.  For example, there are Primary Source Sets and lesson 
plans ready for use within the Teachers Page. 

• Since the website is so extensive, participants often get lost inside of it.  
Participants can use the “breadcrumbs” to figure out how they got to a particular 
primary source. 

 

Activity:  Scavenger Hunt- Chicago activity sheet will reinforce different parts of the 
Library of Congress website to help coaches become confident in searching and helping 
participants find primary sources.  Allow 10 minutes to complete as many as possible.  
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SUMMARY 

In this lesson you learned how to navigate the Library of Congress from the perspective 
of a coach.  As a coach, you should be confident in your search on the Library of 
Congress and be able to help participants navigate the site. Along with being able to 
coach participants on the website, your familiarity of the site should lead you to help 
answer questions and guide participants to primary sources that they desire. 

Scenario Wrap Up Activity:  Coaches will discuss how they will help participants 
through the following scenarios. 

Scenario 1:  Mrs. Smith wants to find primary sources on Abraham Lincoln.  Discuss 
how you would help her navigate the Library of Congress to help her obtain sources to 
enhance her classroom. 

Scenario 2:  Mr. Jones wants to integrate technology and primary sources.  Where 
would you navigate him to on the Library of Congress website? TPS-GSU website? 

Scenario 3:  Mrs. Spade has the computer booked for next week.  She wants her 4th 
grade class to use the Library of Congress website to learn about States.  What you 
suggest? 

In the next module, coaches will be able to describe the core concepts of adult learning 
theories. 
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